Although the metallic plate had been out of order for a long time previous to the accident, the patient had never taken the precaution of removing it at night. It held three teeth on one half of its irregular convex edge. Its entire length was If in., and the greatest breath 1 in.
As the operation produced pain, and there must have been more or less tearing of the oesophagoel surface, Mr. Walton deemed it advisable that the patient should, for a time, take no food by the mouth. For the first four days she therefore received enemata of six ounces of beef-tea ; for three days more these were increased to eight ounces, and administered every five hours. They were all retained. She then began to take liquid food, and shortly afterwards was placed upon full diet. She left the hospital quite well, and without any appreciable loss of strength or flesh.
